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I think the author chose the title 'shattering experie'nce' because it’s about a baseball player who broke - o
a window. | atso think he chose the title because it has the hidden message tha{n{t succes.s does not (_:heap. 77'7?_3 _’ 3
At the start of the book the author says “success does not come cheaply” and “every trlump-h has its oy )
price”, which is a pretty good lesson to learn. The ‘shattering’ in the title refers to the shocking 7/ (S/,]Q,CZ} |
revelation that victory does not come without a price, and the ’experience" refers to the' event that /ﬂ et %_
Kenny {the main character) learns his lesson in. if you really Igok into the title and theorlz‘e you c?n ?eed
that the author put a lot of thought into the title...or.net: telont=really-know, all Lcan.do.is theorize an
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ink thing's't"hrough and not to get

}ihﬂdente -by. y:o.ur'p' rs.In"the story,’|

_asetﬁa'll and smashed somebody’s .

window. When (l:c')nfrbﬁjt"ed by thé_bv:\_}:ﬁé:f:';ﬁ_éfroz_ »-like he was co f;'lfii:“ted.'td' do the right thing or
to run, But Since his-b.ee.rs had ran, 50 did Kenhy.'La’céf in the S-'tory”kehny and his friends were at
the ice cream parlor and they were all having a good laugh ovef'the'situation but Kenny wasn’t
laughing. He knew that he had done something wrong but he didn’t want his peers to know that
he felt bad over what he had done. Kenny went to the man’s house multiple times to offer to pay
for the damage or work it off by mowing his lawn because he knew that was the right thing to
do. in the world today most people are scared to have an opinion of their &}véyl))ecause theydon't .
want to be judged. As we get older we need to learn how to make good decisions with our own

judgement not to be influenced by our peers.
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Reading Analysis

Partone:
1)

I think Donald Honig, the authour, did a good job at picking the perfect title for the short story “A
shattering experience”. | feel the reason he picked this titie was because it explains the whole story in
just three words. f you really look deep into the story, the words carry two different meanings. The first
part of the title is ”shattermg" I think he used this word in the title because Kenny throws his third
knuckle ball under pressure and it goes over the fence and through one of the townhouse windows and.
shatters it. This is a big part of the story because everything after this is based on the shattering of the
window. The second part of the title is “experience”, and | think this word in the titlea is about how
everything from that point in this short story becomes a big experience for Kenny. When Kenny '
recognizes the old man whose window he breaks is the umpire at home base it was a frightening _
experience for Kenny because he will have to run into him a couple times in the game. Then again at the
end of the game, when Kenny gets the winning home run, the old man recognizes him and he has to pay
him back all the money he worked for over summer mowing lawns and won at the game, that’s a
shattering experience. Also, that he ran away and didn’t tell the truth about shattering the old man’s
window-and has to face him. These are the meanings behind the title “a shattered experience”, and |t
was a good choice to name the short story by this title. '
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I thmk the title is sugmﬂcant to the meaning of the story because it gives the readen{lueé about the
meaning of the story and also gives the reader an idea of what Kenny is feeling and going through. The
story shows us what happens,when we run away from your problems and how the future can then be a
stressful and fearful expﬁ)e/ce | think the title describes how Kenny was having a pretty shattering
experlence He(did hit any pitches right away in the game, he had to face the old man at the end of the
game and when he had to give up all his hard earned money for a new window. This all happened

because he didn’t fac Gp to his problems right away and get them out of his mind so that he dldn t havef e

to worry about anything. | think if Kenny had talked to the old man right away instead of runnmg away
he would not have been stressed at his baseball game or he wouldn't have had to worry about ruhning
into the old man. He should-still just have offered to buy a new window with all or some of his money he
worked hard for over the summer, but the old man might h vé/let hih’n off with a warning, It is alweys '
better to face cur problems, because when we don’t the conseguences are worse.. and in thlS story they

' were shatte ring.




